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THE World ds A hg Time wonder'd 
that you} who have ſo many Years 
endeavour' d to paſs for a Perſon of 
che greateſt” Probity of the Age, 
mould conſtantly chuſe to go by an 
lian which is * always an in- 
ſallible Si igtt | of a Knhave. But notwi 
* ſetting forth in Diſguiſe; during this Seaſon 
1. Tft I no ſooner 2 1055 your: Paper, 
ound” ſeveral : as diſti ſhing Marks of 
hy Mind, as your Black Peruke hb a 
Countenance are of 1 Ri t Wort 
fi Perſon, '- The Pedahtry Try the Ain. i 
pularity of ybur Style,” ger Smack. of © 
e 15 L F of: Par 4-your im- 
pertinent Pra your Deſcri 


tion of kim?” his'Perſon, his 
| e WA 2 1 ae B : 


OY 9 wann 
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4 (ia populus curat ſcilicet ) and abbvs all 5 
S Vanity, Where you tall 
are very well enterta id d in an Aſſem. 


ou 

yl 2 — tholewho in other Converfations paſs for 
4 and fine Ladies, would-be 4h. 
mg GN 8 theſe denote uch; be a certain 
on whom the King graci vouchfat d 
ee en FOO 
Goodne 1 an be. 
wail'd an Publick, that, his Majeſty has 'f 
Gracious; 110. 

Well! my dear Kni gut, chou ſult I have found 
thee out; and 33 found to be m N 
Acquaintance, I may make a little mo 
thee, than if thou wert a meer Stranger. 
however 1 may miſlike thy Deſign, Term 1. N 


commend the Greatneſs thy Spirit, who\beingſticve 7 
Reality, ile. 20. loner hick fas and to « 

not even in Maſquerade ; which has mare thanjWever u 
once oblig'd a Datchefs to dwindle.unta 3 Pairy ee to cr 
Maid; but art reſolv'd, like a true Man- of Ho- inoff 
Tour, to be tenacious of it alone and in e D bre to ex 
But tis — to Come to 9 Tenn obi ; 

o place 

bor Em 

455 Pe them. 


There 


Stage. If I — now esd 
have vo 


whateſome Advice, will not 
_ afide this fooliſh Defien 
ther Capacity, nor Learning, — 0 5 
fk an Undertaking. What! Do y — qt 
let up for 2 — 7 5 
Faſt? You, who have — more to corrupt 50 2 and 
to deſtroy it, than a — Magant fp 
a e. Yau, of whoſe -Errers in Jedg mant fer, you 
your Lucuhrations — 3 ane Ruge 
compile whole Volumes? V o by e 
tieiſms, and by — et 
Stage to a Sort of a — Ladin, 


ls Cond 


* the An Fi this,” 
and. your OI ad the reſt 175 
Deputy have "at the III- will 
Court, and. Town, by excifing | veral noble 
ities, too well known both to. Ceurt and k 
ty be mentioned here. Now - your. Beg | 
dependant « 33 other, and as it were. the fame, 
have: concerted. and contrived between You 
lhe to By us; and the Brothers of the Sword 


pay the Game into each others Hands, 0 bs 


nev Intere and. \ our falſe 1 ti 
ind Wel a og rs the Kyea of TY 5 


never were clear-ſighted. In order to this, 
e to e for accompliſh'd Actors, and 


br inoffenſtys irreptbachable Perſons , and th 
re to exto you, to the Skies, for a noble- mind 
Right, and moſt; x rg atron; and 
o place you 
them. 


5 


— is one of thoſe fox Readers: ho 


ave vouc 1 to to. read the 1 ll 

beatre , but ſee ar the De tte Fax of 1 
While you: and your Deputies, Hite . 
but your Fi an before, Tour | 
Aal Your — fancy dae no body a can 


For do but onda — what 1 e Blun⸗ 
ers you begin. Nou doubt not, 


you 
Al bring the Wo into y our 95 8 8 that 5 


rofeſſion oſ an 3 in the other 
us Conduct is acl, ought | to 7 the 
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as the Roms did 


ar Engr >, by making ty Uke an Eagte 


Yo 
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Game kind Treatment, which hs Toe wh 225 


other Artiſts. © I will not 
Ne Your En Ve * he Mal! tee that 


111 the EY of ihe ter. I falta 12 
take Notice of Th ven muſt give tne Leate can 
at preſent only to fe you, that you are tutinings of A 
Way that is quite Counter to the Improvement his 
the Stage. For to improve the Stage, it would % Lines 
neceſſary to admoniſh your — 10 men ches 
their Faults, and to augment th lents; where the ( 
28 vou are for annihilating the firſt, and magnify for th 
ing to ſuch a Degree the laſt, as to imply tha the A 
there is no Room for improving them. But th antun 
Truth of the Matter! "at tho't e Condus of you norun 
Actors were Irreproachable, which no body will lige 


affirm but your, ſelf; and their Talents in the No 
Kind incomparable, "which neither * not 
believe; ; yet would they by no Means be 


Tone, other , Artiſts. ©, 2389. 03 And, - 
Yet this Paradox you pretent to mnitinin to ha) 
the Authority of Cicero. As if the greateſt Auth proact 


rity in the World could ſignify” any Thing again 
"Reaſon and Experience, which” are botff ag 

Fon, as we ſhall ſhew anon. I ſhalt preſe 
maintain, that the Authority of Cicerv"i as m 


a Saint you, as either Reaſon, or Experience 

To ſhew you that Jam reſolved to agree vi ment 
vou, as much as I poſſibly can, I will not qu it does 
with the Senſe of Nack pretended 3 i clude f 
Cicero. I will only quarrel with the A much 


ME, Geer, you fry Soap in KA . W _ 


a2 


[Fence you: are 5 leaſed to o infor t EL 
epending upon the Labour 


Mi 
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Mind, more Garen Ghar of ch Bay i a 800 ae ; 
ought as — to 1 and 5 1 1 
Artiſt whatever. very ſurpri erence . 
por to convince you that this 5 of Ci 870 
can never be ſerued nor tortur'®to the Advantage 
of Actors; that Orator, in his Oration for Arc 
chias the Poet, allerts in the aſs of fr) 
Lines, what is contradictory. of each of the Bran- 
ches * the foreſaid Inference. For [ ſpeaking” U 
the Concern which the Roma ud lately ſneyn 
for the Death of Roſcius, he thus argues from it, to 
the Advantage of Archias: Erg ille Corporis moths, 
tantum amorem conciliarat à nobis omnibus: Nos Fg 
norum incredibiles matus, coleritatimgue Ingeniornm: 
a, eur 2 (FIC 1.18 AI 4 
Now here the Roman Orator int aſſerts two- 

Things: Firſt, That the Employi ment of an Actor 
depends more upon the Body than upon the Mind: 
And, Secondly, That the Eſteem which we ought 
to have, ev'n for an excellent, inoffenſive, irre- 
proachable Actor, is infinitely leſs than what we 
ought to have for ſeveral other Artiſts. By the 
way, we ſhalli:take Occaſion to convince you a 
that excellent, inoffenſive, irreproachabl 40 
are now-a-days black Swans, + 

But fuppolh: we ſhould allow, that the Employ- 
ment of an. Actor. depends more on the Mind than 
it does on the Body; is it not monſtrous to con- 
clude from thence, that. an Actor ought. to be as 
much eſteem'd as any other Artiſt whatever ? The 
Employment of à Pedant certainly more 
upon the Mind than it does on the Body: But 
tall we infer from thence, tliat a Pedant ought 
to be as much eſteem d, as an accompliſh'd Divine, 
ora conſummate Stateſman ?::: > 

But you are pleas d, Sir Joby, to proceed to till 
greater Wonders. Fur, {ay you, if there be no Ob- 
jection again ger the. Opens, ys, that Men are to 
le confider'd owl ly from their A ities, (by the 2 4 


uſe the have* ation. 
4 rye one to 1 1. re td 
Actor in my Time, Aden e dene 


tion; that is, ho his Yonth' 
up to Arts. and Sci 2 


not a great Actor. BR EOLTRO 


Otway and Eee hag: both Eiticaticn 4 Parts"; 
but they were wretched Actors 4 which tor! 0 ber? 


them to quit the Stage, and d take A nob 


Tyne Bl e100 e F 


There cannot be a more certafn. Sig 


LCD, * 


Meanneſs of Actors Ca cities, than 8 | bein 
tie worlt Judges in the World r de 1 


about which the Are eternally en yd. 
preſent Actors, who are the e Pla 
Houſe, have 2 all the We da 

Froof, that ks . lefs Kea 


* turn'd Broker 0 prop an Ziven 
undred and twenty oun of a kr - 
br which none of their ks would have 0 
aven Pive Pound * ? le Jones they m 
ey wm, upon 


keting For tho the 
and a numerous Cabal, — 0 7 ted 
eee e 8 
dem availing a that 
e Publiſhing 5 of . i 
3 apon 7 1 drt Is Bo Rows 


have other —— and other. 


contributes not a little to thę corru 


the Article of. Des ath. Here in England, 


| by | Statute ; unleſs they have en und er th 


N n 
* | 1 7 TY FP) 1 : ws 2 8 7 


Fare Sehr mak 
12 2 Ie of Fagan 25 than d Who 
verſions. - For as a 
Sot and a Rake, who runs from Tavern to Brandy 
ſhop, from Brandyſhop to Tavern, and is continh 
75 y ſilling, deadens his Palate, and gepraves hi his 
ſte to that degree, that he 1s F incapable of 


e 
* 


diſtinguiſhing; between brew'd. and ſophiſticated 


Give and the pure and generous Juice of the 
rape: 80 Pla fers, Who are always Swallowing 
Parts, and getting by Rote with equal Appl. 
cation, and equal Earneſtneſs, what " 2s Perſon 
who has a ar pa Genius produces, and What a 
wretched Poetaſter ſcribbles ; become utterly inca- 
pable of Ainguihing between the pure and gol. 
den Stream that flows from' the immortal Fountain 
00 eee, and that which ſprings from a mud. 
urce. 


Their fordid - Love and Greedine iT of Giin 


their 12 
derſtandings. For when a fooliſh 
have a Run, as: they, call it, their Leit 1 0 
inclines them to believe it good: It immethatel 
becomes what they call a Stock Play; 3 And is 1e 
garded as a Standard. | 1 
H. 27.5 ſo great a Point, 28 to - make 
Players paſs for Men of great, Abjlities, a and 0 
Rene we, 3 Perſons, you will ſtem : 
Current, which, has preva in the Work 

152 ve Two. Thouſand LET At Rome, Curing 
the Purity of the Commonwealth, they were ac 
counted infamous ; and the Cenſars of 1 
lick never fail'd to remove them from the Tribe 
in which they found them, to a lower. In Frand 
they are always. excommunicated ; and: no Prie 
will, or dares td abſolve then. till they Ae it 


1 


colt 


always been look d upon as Vag abonds 75 


"A 


IH 


tection, of Fig or Jof ſome; of out; Eugttſ 
pers. Vet in this laſt Caſe, I have been credibly 
informſdy that, for great Miſdemeanors, they have 
been ſent to bite hall, and whipt at the, Porters 
Lodge. And I have heard: Yu, Haines more than 
once ingenuouſſy owns» that he had bad peen whipe | ö 
twice there. CITI IS 222 1 2011 ITT 903 973 ER K 

If , in the Days of. King James, Or, King 
Garles the Firſt, had dar d to treat à Lord Cham- 
berlain with half the Insolence that he has darch 
done the preſent, he would have been and an ex- 
rant Bullbeggar : His Bones would have been as 
bloody, as his Head is raw. 

I have now ſhewn you, what the Senſe of the 
beſt and wiſeſt Nations is, and has been, w. geln. 
tion to Actors. If I may be allow d to ſpeak m my 
own, I am inclin d to believe that good Actors, 14 5 
long as they are irreproachable i in the reſt of, their 
Conduct, ought to: be enegufag and eſteem diʒ yet 
to be encourag d and efteem'd. as Actors, not ag 
Gentlemen, nor as Perſons! Who have a Thouſand 
times their Merit; But that ev'n the beſt Actors, 
with the moſt unblameable Conduct, are hever to 
be truſted yath Power. The 'traſting People with 
Power, who have neither Birth; nor any Education, 
is ſure to make them inſolent, not only: to Poets 
by whoſe Labours they live, but to Perſons . o 

e very firſt Quality in England ] | 

. Beſides what has Rapper lately, I remember the 

ime in a former Reign, when Three Peers of Eug- 
bed, a Duke and”'Two-Earlks, both the one and the 
aher ſome .of the moſt Hlaſtrious of their re- 
e Benches; wanted Power to get one po 
Comedy acted ; a certain) inſolent, impertinent 
Actor, who has lately revix 'd. his Inſolence with - 
large Additions, I (thro* old Rich's, — — ; 
I ower to with 


5 
Sn be? 
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_ ſuch new entertaining Comedies as from "Time to 


1 5 TT 
wal then, Si ir photo 'T gout Fu 
as long as they are inoffenſſv ares 

rag d as Actors; that 1 ir as the Tools and Inſtu. 
ments, and Machines of the Muſes, as the Apes of 
a Poet Meaning, and. the Eccho's and Parroty' of 
his. Voice: But if they once dare to grow inſdlent, 
if they behave themſelves like Beggars on Horſe. 
back; and not_only ride furiouſly as' foon” as they 
are up, 'but-endeavour to ride over thoſe very Per- 
ſons Who but the Moment before mounted them; 1 
they ought to be us d like Indian: who run 4. muck 
in their own Co; or r Bke e 
in ous. * 


Ae ns 
they are at preſent upon the Engliſp Stage; 3 which 
you ſay you prefer to any other in Enyope:' I will 
not diſpute that with you, becauſe it ſignifies no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. But has the Es li Stage 
made any Improvement, ſince it has beer under 
the Intendency of this ſeparate Miniſtry? Has it 
not vilely degenerated ? Are there either the get 
Actors that were upon it Thirty Years ago; of any” 


A 


Time appear d upon it? Is there any Promiſe of a 
future Poet ? Is there any Promiſe of à future Actor? 
No; all is going to Ruin: The Stage is h 
under you ; and there is no Hope of ſaving it, 


by getting it out of the Hands ef the e 
I know. very well, that the preſent Manag 


of 
the Stage, empty by Nature, Pp van! Sue- 
ceſs, value themſelves: abundantly" n their 
crowded Audiences. But how little Diſeernment, 

nay, how little common Senſe is requir d, to know, 


that their full Audiences àre only the Effects of 
the Numbers of their Spectators, increas'd by fove- * 
ral great Events which have happen'd · ef kate er th 
Years ; as, the Revolution, the Dana, the — $ 
| cceſ- 
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| Acceſſion: to the Grown, and che Return of our Ar- 
mies from the Continent? This is the only Reuſon 
why the Audiences are fuller than they were for- 
merly, when they were far better entertain d. 
But while the Stage iw thus ſinking under you, 
. 
du are that they will exalt it higher 
na thoſe: of the Greciuns, and Romans; lie a 
fank Godfather, you Promiſe and vom ſtrange 
Things in their Names, which like moſt other 
Godfathers, and other Godchilflren, neither they 
nor you will ever keep, or But is there 
any Thing in the Courſe of Nature, that can en- 
courage you to make ſuch à Promiſe ? For you 
may take my Word for it, the World has done 
taking you for a Conjurer, and is come to believe 
that you deal with the Devil only, like other 
dinners. Is there then any Thing in the Courſe 
of Nature, that can encourage o to make ſuch 
2 Promiſe? Is Ruin become the Road to Exalta- 
tion? Or muſt the Stage be buried like a Plant, in 
oder to rĩſe and Flouriſn :; - GETS 
But, Sir Jobn; I am heartily ſorry, for v 
dake, that you made any Mention of the Gta 
"ape. You had better have ſtuck to that of Rome. 
For if we may judge of the future by the paſt, 
Jou will be much more Amulous. of the Roman, 
Stage, than the Grecian. The Grecian Stage was 
lupported hy great Originals. The Roman Stage, 
lor the moſt Part, by Copies of thoſe Originals. 
The Romans had very. few Plays that were worth 
ome Farthing, but what they -borrow'd from the 
Grecians, as you, and your Deputy Governor, bor- 
ow from the French. The Romantick Lady, in 
the Tender Haſband, is taken from the Precienſt 
Ridicules of Moliere. But there is this Difference 
between Molieres Comedy and yours: s 
Metiere's Comedy . was'ivery ſeaſonable; Aud 
lor that very Reaſon, among others, uus very en- 
C 2 tertain- 
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i 
tertaining and inftruftive. .''Tt appeared at à Tim But 
when the Family of the Pyecieuſes was ust numero tage, 
at Paris, as that of the Coquettes is at preſent in the At! 
this wicked Town. But that Large and Fantaſtick N leans fi 
Family di ſappear d at once upon the Acting off thei 
that Comedy, like Nocturnal Vapours upon the Vance, 
riſing of the Sun. But the Romantick Lady, inſated 3 
the Tender Huſband, is ſo ſingular a Monſter, that living! 
Me can neither be inſtructive nor delightful. Forſranced 
if a Comick Poet does not Paint the Times in t the F 
which he lives, he does nothing at all. But the That 
Reading Romances, and Books of Knight Erran e Stag 
try, had long been out of Faſhion, before t Ancien 
Tender Huſband appear e. e Fre: 
Ibe Lying Lovers is made np of Two Plays oer £2 
Corneille, The Lyar, and The Sequel of the Liar. Imong 
ſhall ſay no more of it, than that it is à very vill 1 
wretched: Copy of a very indifferent Original {Wkcaſon: 
For Comedy was not the Talent of Corueille. You Inſpect 
Champion, and your Deputy Governor, has made Year 
as bold with the Freuch, as you, and to as good e Re 
Purpoſe ; he has bravely. turn'd the Tartu ding 
-Motere out of Ridicule. But then to commute fond wa 
that Offence, he has with equal Bravery BurleſquWvreat 4 
the Cid of Corneille. We may gueſs, as 1 ſaid bend the 
Fore, at your future Conduct, by your paſt. YouWve nc 
and your Deputy Governor, will go on to borrow]W£nith 1 
from the Ferch, and continue to rail at them Vretch 
»Tis not enough for ſome People to Rob, unlelaſend wi 
they likewiſe Murder. But how generous was they fir 
Conduct of the. old Romans, when compar'd win u, fo 
yours?? They borrow'd from the Grecians;'as youll” 'er ap 
do from the French, and came ſhort of the GriMWtiole vi 
cians in what they Borrow'd, as yan'; Two do oe high 
the French. But then they frankly. own d tfidicul 
Obligations they had to them, and own'd themteavou 
their Superiors. If Horace imitated Pindar, as HHPpacitiee 
did very much, He had the Modeſty: and the bout t 
Prude nce ta affimm, that Pindar is Inimitable. * nl Pie 


9. 


But the Mention of the Gyrciai and Roman 
Stage, recalls to my Remembrance; that neither 
the Athenians, nor the Romans, would by any 
leans ſuffer their Actors to have the Management 
of their Stage; nor would it ever be ſuffer'd in 
ace, if the Actors were not all Excommuni- 
cated ; who being conſequently look d upon as a 
living Portion of the Damn'd, and the Devil's ad- 
ranced Guard, no Man of Condition dares appear 
at the Head of them. ; FEET 7 ox 
That Players ſhowd have the Management of 
he Stage, you ſee was contrary to the Senſe of the 
Incient Grecians and Romans; and is ſuffer d by 
tte French, only on the Account of their being un- 
fer Excommunication, How it was managed 
mong us, before the Reign of King Charles II. 
will not pretend to tell exactly: But I have ſtrong 
Reaſons to believe, that it was always under the 
lnſpection and Regulation of the Court. For For- 
Years after the Reſtoration, it was always under 
the Regulation of my Lord Chamberlain. And 
bring thoſe Forty Years, it flouriſh'd exceedingly - 
and was illuſtrious for Great Wits, and famous for 
breat Actors. The great Writers have diſappear d, 
nd the few good Actors who remain, are like to 
ave no Succeſſors. The Muſes have abandon d it 
wth Diſdain, as ſcorniug to be / controll'd by 
Wretches; who neither know nor value their Merit; 
and who, like the Dunghill-Cock in A ſop, when 
tiey find a Jewel, reject it for a Barley. Corn: Yet 
you, forſooth, pretend to make it outvy all that 
er appear'd at Athens, by running counter ta 
tioſe very Methods, which rais'd the Athenian Stage 
WO high. But to make the Extravagance and 
Kilicule of this appear more ſtrongly, I will en- 
eavour to ſhew you, what the V irtues and the Ca- 
pacities of your Deputies are, who are to bring 
about this great Event: J will ſend you their ſeves | 
ul Piuyes very graphically drawn; and you = 
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Player ought to eat the Saints: But then I-wou'® . 
t have him 2 T' _— not have him | 


Ache mous. "Th Governor has not {> 


uch as the firſt" Princi ples of Natural Relig 1 
thoot which Fi be no Government, and 0 
ciety among Men This $ 1rreproachable, ino fen 
e Perſon has a thoufand times * the 4 11 
ing of a God: He has made his Brags a 
fs of that ſenfleſs- — ng He Has 1014 al 
World, that he retain'd it - when he be- 
d he was in the Article of Death 0, the Man- 
the Elegant, the Generous, the Ornamental 57 
feations of a Miſereant, who i is ſtupid enongh to 
lieve, that though there i is Mind and Spirit in 
wretched Carcaſs; there i 1s none in the Hea- 
ns! For the Chriſtin, - gion, he does not mo- 
fly doubt of it, nor di os candidly againſt It, 
attacks it with the' 1 7 impudent and outra 


x Infolence. Tis credibl 8 3 2 that he 1 
1 


the Face of our Saviour's Picture at the Bath, lh 
* too execrable and too horrible to de re- 


6 Religion i is the only folid Fouhdätian of eve- 
Moral Duty, we onght not to be ſurpriz d, if het 
do owns- that he 18 wholly deftitute of. that, is 
id of all Moral and Social Virtues. He has net» - 
12 for his w—_ nor 765 ae en 

lis ren, nor a ympat in egard 
reſt of Men. ' He has in the Cong $ of two 
Ars oaks oor away Six Thoufand Pounds at 
G] Porter's, without making the leaſt Pro- 
Wn for either his Wite or his Chfldren. He has 
the leaſt Regard for the reſt of Men, and has 
the 8 Phe to declare, that if he were on 
| the Way, and ſome miſerable Creature 
15 — other, Nek with the moſt 2 

» and roaring aloud for Succour; 
a wot crols the Chanel to give him Ee nx 
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to. fave him front Death. and®Damnation. Ju Tate 
yet this Caitiff pretends to be Loyal. As if i thing 
were poſſible for any one to Honour the King, v Hocu 
neither fears God, nor regards Min. Thro wal who 
Motive can he be Loyal? We can give ſome A withe 
count of our Loyalty; Becauſe the King proted i from 
us by his Juſt, his Mild, and his Gracious Goven the C 
ment; protects us in our Civil and Religious Rig Depu 
protects our Relations, our Friends and Companion in the 
who are all of them dear tous, and whoſe Happ traor: 
neſs is, by Reflection at leaſt, our own; But (- both, 
has neither God nor Religion, Relation, Friend pathy 
nor Companion, for whom he cares one FarthnM- Ib 
What Intereſt can he, who centers wholly. in hin tainly 
ſelf, have to be Loyal to a good and gracious King nary 
He muſt be for Abſolute Power in his Heart; a which 
would do his Buſineſs beſt in an, Arbitrary Reighl Symp 
He muſt be qualify'd for conſummate V illan 
and would be a rare Tool for a Tyrant. In 
= | dt. PE rom 
I T ſhould now proceed to give an Account o John, 
Intellectual Qualifications But I am obligd MW © iro 
_ poſtpone ſuch an Account a little, in order tot verno! 
acquainting you, that it has been for ſome Tin Fot. 
Matter of Wonder to me, that this extraordim You h: 
Perſon, who neither fears God, nor regards Mii 0! the 
ſhould fall down and idolize you; and that I 1n t 
who for ſo many Years together have had nothl quan: 
in your Mouth but Religion, Honour, Conſcien ind t! 
Juſtice, Benevolence, Innocence, ſhould pretend nous 
make one, who neither fears God, nor regards M bid, 
paſs upon the World for an inoffenſive, irreptead i bs let 
able Perſon ;. nay, for one of manly, elegant, laſt as 
nerous, ornamental Qualifications. - What can Lou 
the Meaning of this, Sir John ? Have you. throw! 
a Mind to throw off the Mask at laſt ; ani Torte, 
own to the World, that all thoſe. plauſible Wo Famil. 


Religion, Honour, Conſcience, Juſtice, Ben 
dence, Innocence, with ſome Nomenclators m 


Poe 


N 7 ſ 17 2 2 » * 
22 | » a. 4 88 
one and the ſame Thing And t 18; prwate 
Intereſt ? That they are with ſome Perſans, no- 
thing but a ſort af a conjuring Cant; a kind7of a 
Hocus Pocus La ; by virtue of which, he 
who uſes them, does all his Tricks of Legerdemain 


without being diſcover d, and calls the Money out 


from other People's Pockets into his own.?. Is this 


the Caſe, Sir John? Or are you pleas'd with your 
Deputy's offering Incenſe to yau, after his ſpitting 
in the Face of our Saviour? Or are there ſame ex- 
traordinary Qualities, which being common to you 
both, cauſe this Union of Affections, and this Sym- 
e of den n T gods 4 © 09100 

I believe I have hit the Mark. This laſt is cer- 
tainly the Thing. There are ſeveral extraortli- 
nary Qualities which are common to both of you, 
which have caus'd this Union of Affections, and this 
Sympathy of Souls. T 4:33 18 


In the firſt place, you have both of ou riſen 
from very inconfiderable Beginnings. : Tou; Sir 
John, it I have not been mafinform'd, are defcend- 
ed from a Trooper's Horſe z and your Deputy Go- 
rernor was begot by a Cane-Chair upon a Flower- 
Pot, There is no great Harm in all this: But then 
you have both of you ſhameleſly flown in the Faces 
of the very Perſons who rais d you. + | 
In the Second place, You are both: of you great 
Squanderers ; one of you an avaritious Squanderer, 
and the other both an avaritious and a vain-glo- 
nous one. His Purſe and yours ſeem to be con- 
td, like a certain Knight's Fiſh-Fool ; the Pur- 
les let out Gold, as the Fiſh- Pool does Water, as 
laſt as they take it in. 5 "4 

Your Deputy, in the Compaſs of two Years, has 
tirown away Six Thouſand -Pounds at the Groom- 
Porter's, without making the leaſt Proviſion for his 
Family ; yet Hope fall remains at the Bottom of 


Min! 


88 


D the 


9 . 


— — 
— — —— — 
— —— —— — 


— — O— 


— 
— 


— 


— — 
= — 2 


- ww 


Sa £4 Fd 64. * 1 - \ ef * 3 * 
1 Foy Wa * * þ * — 


— — — 


- 
Three Elements. Some of your Gold has been 
conſum'd in Rofycrucian Fire. 


the Fleet, enter'd into an Indenture Tripartite, ag 


nn 
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the Box for him is for which Reafon, he is hopeleſ} 
undone. - 7108; 4497. 8 "BCE: Ko 
You, Sir John Edgar, have been a Squanderer in 


| When you, and 
Burnaby the Poet, and Tilly, the late Warden d 


Face, and Subtle, and Doll Common had done before 


you; but with this Difference, that theſe laſt were 


Cheats, whereas you and your Brethren were Gull, 


With an Eagerneſs, like that of Sir Epicure Man 


mon, were you embark'd in the Search of you 
Aurum potabile; when you us'd to ſay to one ano 


ther, over your Midnight Suppers, Drink, and be 
- Rich. : 


Some of your Pelf has been waſted in the Smith! 
Forge; not out of any ſordid Deſire of Gain, but 


Leal for the Service of the Ladies Petticoats. 
More has been loſt in the vaſt Depths of the 


Ocean, in Queſt of Cod-Fiſh and old Ling. 


What noble Deſigns, and what glorious Project 


for the Cenſor of Great Britain, and for the Audi 


tor General of the Univerſe? Still more of you 
Money has been ſcatter'd in Air; where for ft 


many Years you have been building Caſtles, anc 


will continue to build ,. to ſquander, and to con 


ſume, till the Earth gets the better of her Siſte 


Elements, and 
together. 


you and your Projects diſappes 


There is a Third extraordinary Quality, Sit 
John, which is common to you and your Viceroy 
which is, That you have both of you, for ſeveral 
Years together, been the celebrated Authors 0 
ther People's Works. Your Muſes have a pretty 
near Reſemblance with a certain Comedian's Wife, 
wo patling with the Cully who married her tot 
a Virgin, had ſeveral Children by other Perſons, 


before her Huſband lay with her. I make no _ 
u 


\but t 


both o 
withou' 
of the 
of that 
Growt! 
puts m 
being 2 
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hut that your Muſes ate” the more agreeable" to 
both of you, becauſe they are ſo very prolifick 
without any. Trouble of yours. For Fou dre fre 
of the Profit; and you have both of 


of that Sort of Philoſophy which is of the natural 


Growth of Tipperary, to deſpiſe the Infamy. Which 


puts me in mind of a notorious Tragedian, who 
teing admoniſh'd by his Friends not to marry a 
certain Strumpet, of whoſe acquir'd Attractions he 
was grown very fond; becauſe ſuch a Marriage 


would bring Shame and Infamy upon him; ſwore, 


by G---, that he lik d her the better for it. 


neat Joy, with how great Tanſport have I often 
elected, that you and your Viceroy have infinite-. 
7 ſurpaſs'd old Villers Bays of Brentford ! That 
he has entirely ſubmitted to his two younger Bro- 
hers'; Dicky Bays, and Colley Boys, of the Hundred 
Hold Drury! Ta are come to contemn his obſo- 
te Rules, 85 Regula Duplex, his Rule of Tranſ- 
rerling and Tranſpoſing: (Tho' I think, by the way, 
r John, you were formerly often in at the latter.) 
ou are come to deſpiſe his Rule of Record, his 
Wile by way of Table-talk. You have ſhewn, 
Wt you look with Scorn on his Rule of Inven- 
on, and his Drama Common-Place-Book. He, 
vor Mortal, was contented to glean here and there 
Sentence, ſometimes from Plutarch, ſometimes 
om Seneca, and ſometimes from modern Montaigu. 
Mereas you have found a ſhorter way to Parnaſſus. 
lou and your Viceroy bravely and boldly ſeize 
don other Men's Plays; cauſe new Title-Pages 
) be printed; and ſo, to the Amazement of 
Me few Readers, they paſs with the reſt for 
dur own. | wc 
I was formerly ſo weak as to think, that no- 
ung was more a Man's own than his Thoughts 
d Inventions. Nay, I have been often inclin'd 
tink, that a Man had abſolute Property in his 
D 2 Thoughts 


you enough 


With how great Satisfaction, nay, with how 


<> % » , yery 1 ly 4 
. * . 1 * * 
9 


IS. 
4 
% 
* 


* 


5 
* 
— 


* 


. Ki, think, 
Which t CRIED 


can be another's. They are out of 


in the Power of 
fer them; it can only make them pals fe another's 
or annihilate them, and cauſe them to be fivallowet 


That nothing ought to be ſo Laered as 2 


once oblerv'd,/ That the unpudent Plagiary, wht 
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ths Möney hat 3 is mine. was ; ſomebody's 8 ele be 
fore, and Wil H another 3. 
ouſes and Lands too are certain to chang 
their Landlords; metimes by, 17 5 e 
by Purchaſe, and 75 0 bs by Mig 1 al. 
Ways, to be ſure, by Death. r ieren 
are un unalterably an 8 150. * Loo 
Fortune, that diſpoſes of all Things elfe. Tis not 
Fate! it ſelf, to . or tranſ- 


and loſt in the Abyſs of Tamer: 5, wn 4 
I have therefore formerly been inclin d to think 
Thoughts and e Ang I have more 


makes it the Buſineſs of his Life to ſeize on them 
and uſurp them, has ſtuck at no other Cots 


Men. 


But here of late, the kT Ups 8 
our ſelf and your Viceroy; and your; more wap 
| her? Succeſs upon them, have ſo confou 

that I know. not what to thin. a wer tf 
As I have wonder'd at the noble Aſſurance u 
which you and your x 
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— thoſe dextrous 1 
Live d much reſis upon hiess 
when — bring any Thing upon the — 4 you 1 1 
cure Succeſs to your Works. For old Bays was co. 
tented with tlie Printing a Hundred Sheets, in or- 
der to inſinuate his Play into the Boxes : But you, 
Sir John, upon the like Occaſi ion, have, by way of 
Lucubration and a Hundre 
Thouſand Sheets. He, poor Wretch, was ſatisfſy d 
with placing a Dozen or 1800 of his Friends in the 
Pit, who were inſtructed to do their Duty: But 
you, Sir John, upon ſuch an Occaſion, have order d | 
a Thirty Pound * to be got ready at the Roſe : = 
where, like another Arthur, you and your Kni - 
of the Round Table, have eat and your ſelves *' 
up to Succeſs ; and have become invincible: - In Wo 
ſhort, you have almoſt fill'd the Pit ph. Galleries ' Ml 
with your own Creatures; who * * order d, — 
at ſome certain Signals, to clap, la | 3 Id 
datter their Canes and their Heels to Ich a degree, I 
that the Hiſhng of a Hundred Snakes could no 
more be heard, Am in the "FE _ r Wy a "= 
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Battel. 


I begin to -herociui, hoy boſon 1 was aware 1 
have run into too great a Length for a Letter; ſor 
which I heartily beg your Pardon. I thall fininnn 
your Viceroy's. Picture in a Second Letter, which - = 
ſhall follow immediately upon the Heels of this; 
and aſterwards I hall proceed to the reſt. TE 


am, 
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Have now read over Five or Six of your Pa. 
1 pers; but the more I read of them, the more 
demonſtrative Proof Lhave, that the Advice which 
I gave you in my former Letter is ſound ; and that 
15, Never to meddle with Criticiſm, nor the Im- 
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other Papers which make mo mention of that Sub- 
ject, there is not ſo much as the Shadow of that 
fine Raillery, and that agreeable Pleaſantry, which 
are to be found in ſome of your Lucubrations, ani 
in {ome few of your Speculations and that for 
very good Reaſon; Becauſe Letters do not ſo ea- 
ſily arrive from the Dead, as they formerly did 
from Ireland: Vet is there ſomething tolerable in 
tnem, Whereas the Three firſt, in which you pre- 
tend to criticize, :and to talk in the old Cant of 
the Improvement of the Stage, are altogether ab- 
ſurd and extravagant, For which there is this very 


as 6. 4 . 


e 


gol . e 
Morality and Mankind, and the K 
World, _ may, like.” — tee 51 5 — 
yd, make uſe of othet- People s Wit and Jullg- 
ment, that is, of your Common- Place-· Book ; But 
when cu üer 2908! maſt make uſe of Air 
on. 8 Ho 15 
In reading over your Second Pa 1 know not 
whether I thought you or your iceroy the more 
yrong- headed Perſon 5 the Two. For he has writ 
kicks a Letter in it,;which-none; but he could write; 
nd you have publiſh'd and commended ſuch a 
Letter in it, as none but yp coun: publiſh: and 
commend, | | Socha 5H 
The Intention wy your Paper callid The Theatre, 
s moſt apparently to une in Defiance ot the 
ourt and Town, a Parcel of impudent Players, in 
Pride, Preſumption, Folly, Ignorance, Infolence ; 
ind this the Viceroy calls a moſt generous Deſign. 
\n1 immediately after, he thinks to make amends 
or his real Arrogance and his Inſolence, by an ay - 
vcritical, canting Humility. He is pleas d to 
(hat you cannot but be ſenſible; that the — 
ctors ſtand? upon a more precarious Foot, than 
erfons of any other Profeſſion whatſvever. But 
rely, Sir John, theſe Thoughts are ver lately 
ome into your V xceroy 2 Head. For if he has 
ought himſelf all along dupon a more precarious 
vt, than any Perſon of any Condition whatever; 
ow comes it that he has all along ſhewn mote 
mpadence; and more Inſolence, than any Perſen 
any other Profeſſion whatever? He ſeems to 
ty the Happineſs of the French Actors, 1 
7 are under abſolute Protection, forſooth; nat 
midering, that for that very Reaſon 755 are 
ject to abſolute Chaſtiſement, 4 
It a Frerch Actor had written fach a 
piſtle in France, as a certaiu late Britiſh Actor dil 
tely to a certain Britiſh. Knight, what do Bb | 
/ | t 


W £5 heir * The Gar certain th 


beſt | the ! Publiek: Next to whi 
te Dane of Quality, and e 


Town. 


trance and Exit a the Stage, both in the ſame - 
Moment, and in ſuch a anger; as never Accor aid 


Hour Reflections, Sir Fobn, upon the foreſaid Let- 
ter, are; like all the reſt, very ſurprizing. Tou 
ſay, That tis plain by this Letter, the Theatre both 
unt an Advocate, and deſerves ons. As by the Thea-_ 
m you mean the Managers, L have i pretty. 
yell above, how far they deſerve an Advocate. But. 
for God's Sake, Sir Fobn, how cume they to want. 
an Advocate? They wanted none before ou mo, 7 
among them; that is, before this Winter. 105 
feaſon they were in high Favour, both wit th, he. 
Court and Town, Nay,” for, Seven Years, toge- 
ther, they have, clear of all Charges, got 808 er 3 
ear, a Thouſand Pounds a Man. From wlic 
tis clear, that they were under neither Want, her 
biltreſs, till this Winter. How come 9 to, 
want an Advocate now ? How come you td take. 
bo Notice of the Reaſon of this Diſtreſs ? Oz ate are. 
fo. for improving their Vices only ? There Can, 
at one Reaſon in Nature be'g ive, Why. hop 
ſhould want an Advocate this W inter, any 
than they did the laſt; And that i is, becauſe e 


tence, their Pride; their Inſblence, are grown: 40 


ſuch 4 flaming Height, that the World can endur 
mem no longer. But inſtead of e VEN 1 1. 
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clamatory Tragedies. How rarely this ' ſounds N 
from one now, who has himſelf brought theix tr. 
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1 Name to them; from one , "of whole 
i Works they make up the better Half; aud kan WW "© 
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1 true, one of their own celebrated Authors bag ac- 
cus'd Corneile of being ſometimes à little Deck 
8 matory, but neither he, nor any one before your 
75. has ever accus'd Racine of it. How 95 2 
ware ou once with the Town, "for not. Hki 
W wretched Rhapſody, the Phatrs of Captaza Ray, 
| which 3 is nothing but a Medley of TMN — gy 
= . o& ine, The Phedron, and ITbe Rat, be 
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3 utation of bw. I am very willing to allo ew 
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bamatick Work can never be Gracelul e "i 3 | 
ander the Reſtraint of Rules; and articularly. * 
the Three Cn that the French fall int: . 9 
WW blurdity it more maſterly to 9 
lie or 7 in x ſo Time, than to inva . 


de Rules of Tide and Place, to — their Plays 
uh Greatneſs and Variety: Sir 1 
fou wrote this after the Third 1 i was 
os pretend to improve an Arby crying ng of 
de Rules of it? Do you preten r 
Chance, for it muſt K Rule 3 
Chance ; there 1s" certainly nd Third Way. 
fiy that a Dramatick Work cannot be gracerully- 
executed under the Reſtraint of Rules. The ver 3 * 
Reverſe of Truch. And therefore a Noble Poet, " 
md Critick, ho Ras Ten Thouſand Limes r © 
ſifsment, has' ſaid the very Reverſe of What uu 1 
firm ; That a Dramatick Defi eannot bs 9 
patefuNly executed without the Rules, and parti- 1 
Aurly Without 3 The OR * 
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„The Paſſage in the Eſſay on Poetry, which y 
the Contradiction of yours, is as follows. 
WISE UE PAY ee, e ee een year 
pe Uritics of Aclion, Pine, and Place,, 
Are, though but little practis d, too well In 
J To be taught here, where we pretend alone 
From niter Faults to purge the Bae Ae; A 
Leſs obvious Errors of the Engliſh Stage. 3 __ 
No here the Noble Author aſſerts Two Thing 
Firſt, that the ſerving the Unities of Action 


Unities, is deſtructive of Grace in, Playz;;forb 


*Errors, and the Graces in Writing, are TVo de 
Thus, yon ſee, Sir John, that you are Oo 
demn'd by this. Noble Writer, who for Forty Ve: 
together, has juſtly paſs'd with People of 
Parties, Ranks and Degrees of Men, for the-greal 
eſt and ſureſt Judge of theſe: Matters in Englan 
And you ſee that he does not only condemn JO 
Sentiment, but that his Sentence reaches yo 
very Terms. I had ſhewn you before, that Ke 
Art, by declaring againſt the Rules of it, m 
Pe a'Jeſt to every Painters and Fidlers Prentic 
in Town. Now let us ſee, whether Exper. 
and the Practice of the Stage, declare for J0 
Jam afraid we ſhall find, upon a ſtrict Scrutin) 
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Jour {elf this Queſtion ; Whether the French, 
matick Poets would not have writ worle, if OT thay 


had not been ſuſtain'd by them? Whether 
Rules are not Props and Supports to the eG 
of the French. Genies ? Whether their. Draniatick 
Poets, who wrote before the Rules were introduce d 
among them, are comparable to thoſe. who. — af 
vrit ſince? Whether Garnier, Ae tou, Were 
5 to Corneille was Race: 7 All the World Knows 
t * are not. 5 fv? 
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celle, (who irrzdued the Rules among 
Wäg acquainted with them when he' firſt began w 
Write? 80 fat from it, that he himſelf owns, 105 
he did not ſö much as know that there Were Rag 
2 vu ſhould then have ask'd this Queſtion y Whether 
Dramatick Poems which he wrote before he u 
"acquainted with 4rifarte, are comparable to thoſe 
which he wrote, after he _ to be eonvinc'd'of 
the Neceſſity and Efficacy al Rules? Any one 
"Who has read his Works could have told yoo. that 
here is no manner of Compariſon between n them, 
It had then been Time to ont der, Whether the 
Genius of Shakeſpear, himſelf would not have ap: 
pes a ry and more + gloring, if he had unt 
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hie "i ohn Ed ar, ned , 
That if now Atty 6 3 0 he ceded gal 
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f where never was in the World; nor 5 Tl ts 
1 Legitimate Epick, or Dramatick 
Was fond of Criticiſin, and of dale 4 ny 
*Hitnfelf à Critick, a juſt, a Tr 3h af 
"und a Religious Cr e of 
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moſt pen wen all the old Pit 
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at Law, to which all other Laws ought to de 
dfervient'; and conſequently, for the procuin 
Of promoti ng of which, there i is W e of cher 
Tot what otight to be broken, as upon add c 
Oecaſions they” ought to be kept inpiclabhr 
hp the Prercgative of a' Poet, to ſet" aſide 21 
of his Art, or à Rule of an Art ſubſerviemt 10% 
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